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Acquiring a Chameleon

Select healthy specimens

It is very important that you choose a chameleon that is in obvious good health from a reputable and knowledgeable source.  Unfortunately, many sellers of chameleons fail to comprehend the animals complexities and true needs.  This results in the lizards being maintained in suboptimal conditions.  Find a supplier who can accurately answer your questions.

Pick captive-Bred

Captive-bred or well-acclimated wild-collected chameleons may be more expensive then fresh imports, but purchasing the former will help assure your success.

Additionally, the purchase of captive-bred/ captive-hatched chameleon is a valid conservation tool, reducing the draw on wild chameleon populations.  Prepare the caging for your chameleon in advance.  The chances are excellent that you will e purchasing a (somewhat) stressed lizard.  There must be a secure cage in which it can feel safe upon its arrival.

If you visit a shop that houses its adult male chameleons several to a cage or crowded into a cage with other lizard species, the store’s husbandry techniques  are flawed and other information may also be.  Shop elsewhere.

The selection process

Even the easiest to keep of the true chameleons are difficult in comparison with many other lizard species.  Because of this it is very important that you start with a healthy animal.  Here’s what to look for:

1. Purchase captive-born or captive-hatched chameleons where possible.

2. Many importers now routinely test and treat freshly imported chameleons for internal parasites.  Try to ascertain that this has been done.

3. The chameleon you choose must have good body weight.  Do not purchase one that has the ribs, shoulder, or pelvic girdles strongly evident.

4. The lizard must appear alert.

5. The pupil opening must be round with no encrustations on the lids.  The eyes should be protuberant, not sunken.

6. The lizard should not have any swellings on toes, legs, tail, or body.

7.   The lizard should not be gasping or breathing with opened mouth.

8. There should be no swellings, redness, or scabs on the lips.

9. Many chameleons have subcutaneous parasites.  There are visible as raised welts.  Do not purchase a chameleon on which these are visible.

10. Try to choose chameleons that have been housed individually.

11. Select a reptile-certified veterinarian who will be available if necessary.

